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tars of David

Local author reveals rockers with Jewish roots
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By Sataxt McManes
JOCRNAL STAFY WRITER

More than likely, it's
no t revelation that
er Bob Dylan is re-
ally Jewish, or that he
was born Robert Zim-
merman out in Minneso-
ta. The same goes for
SR
and Broo -born
rock icon Neil D&?nond
But what of other rock
stars, like "Golden
Oldies™ Jay Black of Jay
and the Americans - in-
cluding members of his
band? Or, Janis Ian,
singer of the heartbreak-
er, “At Seventeen?” Or

singer-songwriter,

Phogx Snow’?‘Who Sus-

gected they, too, were
ewish?

Who's Jewish in the
pop music world, and
the effect a Jewish her-
itage hes had on their
music, is the subject of
“Stars of David: Rock ‘n’
Roll's Jewish Stories,”
by Scott Benarde, for-
mer Fort Lauderdale
News/Sun-Sentinel and
Palm Beach Post music
columnist, who's cur-
rently with the media re-
lations and marketing
department of the Ka-

an Jewish Community

enter in West Palm

“1 wrote ‘Stars of
David: Rock ‘n” Roll's

Jewish Stories” because Web

the time was ripe and
right for a book that

Scott Benarde, author of *Stars of David: Rock ‘n" Koll's Jowish Storieas,” spoke recently at
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songwriters and musi-
cians during the rock
era, and also shed light
on the surprising influ-
ence and impact Ju-
daism has had on the
music and those who
made it and still make
it,” Benarde says on his
site.

“These were areas
that simply hadn’t been

adds. “It was time to illu-
minate the fact that Bob
Dylan was not the only
rockingJew on the
et, that the Jewish con-
tribution to the music
Sun§ gccp. zlmdBlike the
ewish people, is diaspo-
ra-wide.”
The seed of what be-
came *“Stars of David:
Rock ‘n’ Roll’s Jewish
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younger cousin to a
David Lee Roth concert
in 1986,

“l was able to get
backstage and meet
Roth,” Benarde says.
“When I told him he was
},my cousin] Russell’s

ar mitzvah gift, Roth
said, ‘that’s when | start-
ed to learn to sing,” [at
his own bar mitzvah], I
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Later, when Benarde
learned Bob Dylan had
stopped off during his
tour in South Florida to
pray at Temple Beth El
of West Palm Beach on
Yom Kippur, another
seed was sown.

“Realizing Judaism is
important to these mu-
sicians, I thought I'd in-
vestigate further,” he
says.

iting the book was
a learning process, Be-
narde says.

“I learned lessons
from some of these
Eeople,” he says.

They're in a career
that is more difficult to
‘do’ Jewish than my ca-
reer is - yet they are
outdoing me.”

Although his book

has been out for three
ears, it's still a popu-
ar read, and soon will
require a second print-
ing. In addition, Be-
narde is on the roster
of the UJC Speakers
Bureau and has lec-
tured around the coun-
try on his book and the
pop music field. He was
a recent guest speaker
at Temple Shaarei
Shalom in Boynton
Beach, for its adult edu-
cation’s Sounds of Our
Heritage series.

Jeanne Shupper, who
works on the adult edu-
cation committee, was
instrumental in bring-
ing Benarde to speak at
the shul.

“He wrote a very in-
teresting book on rock
stars,” she says. “He
was a big hit.”

Many in the audience

l

was surprised to learn
which particular per-
formers were Jewish,
and were so enthralled
they didn’t want the
lecture to end, she says.

“When people were
leaving, they were say-
ing how much they en-
joyed it,” she says.
‘After two hours, when
he finished, people did-
n’t want him to leave.
We're going to have

im back to go into
depth about the sub-
ject.”

“Stars of David: Rock
‘n’ Roll’s Jewish Sto-
ries” is published by
Brandeis University
Press, and is available
through Borders,
Barnes & Noble and
Amazon.com. Scott Be-
narde can be contacted
through his Web site:
www.scottbenarde.com.



